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State finances billions in the red
Over the first 166 years of a governing NSW Government, we took up borrowings of around $20 
billion. 
In the past 12 years the Liberal-National Government have added $160 billion on top of this. So we 
now carry $180 billion dollars on the credit card, to be paid for by future generations.
Borrowed money can only be spent on building 
new stuff or buying new stuff. 

Borrowed money cannot be spent on the people 
that work to make our state as great as it can be 
– our 400,000 wonderful public servants. Borrowed 
money also can’t be spent on the things that our 
public services need to do their work - bandages, 
light globes, computers, telephones, and more.

What has definitely stopped happening in NSW is 
investing in our people and the services that they 
need. And we know this to be true because the 
money that used to come into our budget from 
things like power lines, ports and rental properties, 
that used to be able to be invested back into our 
people and our society at large, have all been 
privatised/sold/leased. 

Governments must turn the corner and start 
investing back into our people and services. The 
Budget will do well, when our communities, young 
and old, rich and poor, are all doing well.  

Investing in our community

Borrowing more money and selling more stuff to build new things that cost even more money to run is a 
recipe for ruin and has been the foundation of the current NSW Government.
A second recipe for ruin is ignoring the needs of our people so that these borrowings can take place. 
Examples of the shambles we are currently in can be seen in our schools and hospitals – both hopelessly 
underfunded. We simply cannot afford to keep doing this.

Teach people, train people and make sure that they are healthy; these are all really simple steps in making 
sure that our future is a bright one. And when people have money in their pockets, business does well too. 
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Every 8 years, the Electoral 
Districts Redistribution Panel 
reviews NSW electoral 
districts. This is done to 
ensure all 93 electorates 
across the state have a 
roughly similar number of 
voters each.

The review looks at a 
number of factors including 
current voter numbers, 
people moving to or from 
different areas, and the 
number of people joining 
the roll to vote for the first 
time.  

What this change means 
for the Cessnock Electorate 
is the removing of several 
towns from the Electorate. 

Changes to electoral boundaries
The NSW Electoral Commission  has announced changes to the electoral boundaries which will  
come into place for the State Election to be held in March 2023. 
There are a number of changes to the Cessnock Electorate boundary, which will see several towns 
moved out of the Cessnock Electorate and into the Upper Hunter Electorate for the years 2023-
2031.

Selling poles and wires 
to now build new poles and wires

As NSW and Australia look towards producing renewable energy on a larger scale, it also brings the 
transmission of energy into play. Billions of dollars are being funnelled into innovation, infrastructure 
and new technologies to prepare us for a clean energy future. 
Essential to the renewable energy network and future technologies are the transmission lines, as this is how 
the energy generated will get into our homes, schools and workplaces. 

What this means in simple terms is we will need infrastructure - poles 
and wires, similar to the poles and wires which were sold off by the 
National/Liberal Government in 2017. 

So now the state finds itself in a conundrum. Our poles and wires were 
sold off to the highest bidder with assurances that energy prices would 
not rise unreasonably and people would not be lumped with rising 
power bills that they could simply not afford. I will leave it to you to 
consider the success/failure of that “guarantee”.

Meanwhile it looks like we are now going to have to build a brand new 
set of poles and wires to carry renewable energy loads. This will come 
at taxpayer expense. Imagine if we didn’t sell off the first lot, that we 
already owned?

The new boundaries will mean the villages of Broke, Milbrodale, Putty, Howes Valley, Bulga, Fordwich, 
Garland Valley, Lochinvar, Mount Thorley, Singleton Military Area, East Branxton and part of Branxton 
(north of the railway line) are removed from the Cessnock Electorate and will now be in the Upper Hunter 
Electorate. 

For those people that will no longer be in the Cessnock Electorate I thank you for having me as your local 
member, it has been an honour to be your state representative. 
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The very best investment we can make in education is into the very early childhood learning of our 
kids – 0 to 5 years. That’s when most of the really important and fundamental brain development 
takes place. 
It makes sense then that early childhood would be properly funded. Children with good foundations 
will become excellent school students and will then go on to be excellent contributors to our 
society.

Education funding failure

Huntlee/
North Rothbury 
school update 

As our communities continue to welcome new 
families and continue to develop we need to be 
planning and investing in education for current 
and future  students. 

I have been making multiple representations to the 
Minister for Education about a new school for the 
Huntlee/Branxton/North Rothbury area. 

The most recent response received said that “The 
educational needs of students living in the Huntlee/
Branxton/North Rothbury area are currently being 
met by Branxton Public School and Rutherford 
Technology High School.” 

The trouble is the wonderful Branxton Public School 
has 6 demountable classrooms and is still growing. 
Meanwhile Rutherford Technology High School 
is over capacity already. It is pretty simple - more 
people should equal more schools!

The Department of Education said it will continue 
to monitor enrolment demand from the Huntlee 
development however there is no funding currently 
allocated for a new school in the area. 

It also makes obvious sense that our schools would be well funded so that each child can be as good as 
they possibly can be.

Funding our early childhood providers and our schools will need to focus on the people doing the work – 
the teachers and the staff that make our schools tick, plus the tools that they need to do this work.

And then we have the third stage of education, our after school training centres like TAFE and Universities. 
There are a couple of research papers that suggest for every $1 we spend here we get $8 back by having 
trained and qualified people in the workplace doing wonderful things.

Over the past 10+ years, the funding for our education systems has gone backwards in many of the most 
important ways. One of the really important ways that it has gone backwards is by loading up with record 
debt (course fees $) the people looking to get after school qualifications at TAFE or University.

The most valuable asset our society has is our people. Well educated and well trained people will do 
wonderful things that take us to a brighter, better future. Current Government policies need to do a 
complete about-turn to come even close to making progress on this front. 

It is no secret that the Cameron Park area 
has grown in the last 20 years with many 
thousands of homes being built. With the 
continuing development of the community it 
has increased the need for a school.

Cameron Park 
school update

Residents in the Cameron Park and Edgeworth 
areas have been calling for a new school 
to be built to take away the excess pressure 
that is being placed on the existing schools of 
Edgeworth Public School and Edgeworth Heights 
Public School. 

Our current amazing primary schools are bursting 
at the seams as student population continues 
to grow. The Department of Education currently 
owns two sites located at the corner of Jupiter 
Circuit and Constitution Drive and a second lot 
fronting Portland Drive. 

Recently there have been concerns regarding the 
lots being sold. After enquiries to the Minister for 
Education and according to a land title search, 
the NSW Department of Education confirmed it 
does still hold the title to the land which means 
there is nothing stopping a school from being 
built on the proposed sites, except Government 
funding. 

My most recent responses from the NSW 
Government insists the enrolment demand in 
Cameron Park is being met by the existing schools. 

I will continue to fight for a school in Cameron 
Park.  

Development in the Huntlee/Branxton/North 
Rothbury area have increased the need for a 
primary and high school to be built in the area. 

Investing in education
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Over the years many groups across the Electorate 
of Cessnock have benefited  from and been 
recipients of the Community Building Partnership 
Program (CBPP). The program which was originally 
established by the Labor Government in 2009 has 
provided thousands of community groups, sporting 
clubs and councils across NSW funding to build or 
upgrade local facilities. 
 
Seeing community groups receiving funding and 
completing the works is one of the most rewarding parts 
of my role. 

Community Building Partnership Program

22 local organisations benefited from the 2021 CBPP including Autism Spectrum Australia who received 
funding for classroom repairs at Abermain, Bellbird Public School P&C Association for covered walkways, 
Cardiff District Men’s Shed (Cameron Park) for shed refurbishment, Edgeworth Community Preschool Inc 
for their program ‘Come and Have a Yarn with Us’, Weston Masonic Hall for bathroom refurbishments, 
Nulkaba P&C Association for a new playground at Nulkaba Public School, West Wallsend Amateur Soccer 
Club for the purchase of removable soccer goals and Mount View High School P&C Association for the 
installation of outdoor fitness pods (pictured above).

Applications for the latest round of Community Building Partnership Program closed in June and successful 
recipients will be announced in December 2022. 

Those at the service were told of each individual’s 
story and how their lives, and in the case of 3 men, 
their deaths, were shaped by the events of the war. 

However it had been believed that only 31 men from 
Kearsley, Abernethy and Edenville (the forerunner of 
the modern-day village of Kearsley) served in WW1, 
each of whom had been recognised previously. 

It was through the research efforts of the committee, 
combing through historical records and National 
Archives of Australia, that they unearthed the stories 
of a further 22 men. The committee then set about 
obtaining the plaques to honour these servicemen.  

The 22 new plaques were installed at Kearsley 
Remembrance Garden after the committee 
successfully received funding from the NSW 
Government’s Anzac Community Grants program. 

Over the last 5 years the Cessnock Electorate has 
received over $12,000 in funding as part of the NSW 
Government’s Anzac Community Grants program 
including grants for Sugarvalley Neighbourhood 
Advancement Group (West Wallsend Anzac Day 
Service 2019 and 2020), Kearsley Community Dawn 
Service Committee Inc for plaques for servicemen 
and women, Kurri Kurri High School for an Anzac 
Memorial Garden and mural, Greta Servicemen’s 
Sacrifice Tidy Towns display/exhibition and Cessnock 
City Council for the design and installation of Anzac 
street banners. 

It is, we all know, such a worthy cause. 

For more than a century the stories of service and sacrifice of 22 men from the villages of Kearsley, 
Abernethy and Edenville had been forgotten. But for the dedication of members of the Kearsley  
Community Dawn Service Committee these brave men’s stories would still be untold. In early 
October I had the honour to attend the unveiling of 22 new plaques to honour these previously 
unrecognised World War 1 (WW1) servicemen.  

Remembering Kearsley’s fallen

Photos (above): Plaque Ceremony September 2022.
(below) Dale Goldie, Jordan Fallon, Minister for Veterans, the 
Hon David Elliott, MP and Clayton Barr, MP with the unveiled 
plaque bench. 
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About 11 years ago a very important thing happened in the 
NSW funding of our hospitals - they faced the challenge of 
an “efficiency dividend”.  

What this meant was that health budgets would not 
increase at the same speed as the cost of providing services 
was increasing: for example - as the cost of providing health 
care increases each year, at a rate of 6.5-7%, but your 
Government funded budget only increases by 5.1% then 
you simply have to make cuts. 

Health system struggles among cuts
Every single day my office hears incredibly sad and 
frustrating stories from the community about their recent 
experiences in a NSW hospital. 
It is simply unacceptable that it has come to this and 
we have every right to be angry about it: not angry with 
staff who are doing their absolute best in an impossible 
situation but angry at the NSW Government that have 
allowed our hospitals to be so desperately under-
funded.  

So, it is in fact by design and decision we find ourselves here in 2022 with our entire hospital system on its 
knees.  Staff are working harder and harder each and every year, as cuts continue to be made, to try 
and keep the standards up to what they used to be.  Add to this mix of funding dollars going backwards 
in real terms, large population increases and Covid demands. It is no surprise that the health system is 
struggling. 

What we are experiencing is a deliberate outcome that decision makers are the designers of. By  
enforcing “efficiency dividends” levels of care are harder to maintain and it is only the hard work of 
dedicated health care workers who have been exhausting themselves to deliver our care with one arm 
tied behind their back, that we have held on for this long. To save our hospitals and our health services a 
new approach is needed. 

Covid-19 is in our community
As Covid-19 rules and protections have been scaled back by the NSW Government it is important 
to remember while Covid is not continuously being reported, it is still in our community. 
While vaccines offer some protections we cannot forget to make sure we are also taking 
precautions, especially for those who are around elderly and/or vulnerable people. With the 
Christmas holidays approaching it is important to make sure we all practice good hygiene and 
make sure that if we are sick that we stay away from vulnerable people. 

As we have now moved to the phase of “living with” Covid, each 
person is expected to take personal responsibility. If you have cold 
or flu symptoms health officials strongly urge people to stay home,  
get tested and wear a mask if you have to leave your home. It is also 
recommended we take simple steps to stop the spread including 
regularly washing hands, practice physical distancing and to wear 
a mask if you cannot physically distance. 

It is up to each individual to make sure we are looking out for one 
another and to keep our families and friends safe. The data tells us 
that 12,000 Covid deaths in 2022 is 5 times more than any ‘normal 
flu.’

As restrictions have been pulled back and life returns to somewhat 
normal it has been no surprise that cases continued to rise. A sobering 
thought is that the 12,000 deaths have occurred at a time when 
95% of our community is double, triple or quadruple vaccinated. 
You cannot imagine what that number would have been without 
precautions  such as vaccinations, restrictions, masks and sanitising. 

Health
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Justice of the Peace services available
Local residents often require the services of Justices of the Peace (JP) but sometimes find it difficult 
to locate or identify members of the community who serve as a JP.  
You can find a JP several ways including by visiting  www.jp.nsw.gov.au for your nearest JP. 

Butterfly Cave West Wallsend update

Thursday
 ■ 1 December 2022
 ■ 5 January 2023
 ■ 2 February 2023
 ■ 2 March 2023
 ■ 6 April 2023
 ■ 4 May 2023
 ■ 1 June 2023

Saturday
 ■ 17 December 2022
 ■ 21 January 2023
 ■ 18 February 2023
 ■ 18 March 2023
 ■ 15 April 2023
 ■ 20 May 2023
 ■ 17 June 2023

EDGEWORTH
Saturday

 ■ 3 December 2022
 ■ 7 January 2023
 ■ 4 February 2023
 ■ 4 March 2023
 ■ 1 April 2023
 ■ 6 May 2023
 ■ 3 June 2023 

 

Thursday
 ■ 15 December 2022
 ■ 19 January 2023
 ■ 16 February 2023
 ■ 16 March 2023
 ■ 20 April 2023
 ■ 18 May 2023
 ■ 15 June 2023

CAMERON PARK

For the past 10 plus years I have provided 
regular updates on the ongoing fight 
to save our First Nations culture at the 
Butterfly Cave in West Wallsend. When 
will we learn the meaning of the word 
“respect”?
For over 50,000 years, local Aboriginal women 
have used the Butterfly Cave as a sacred 
place, a meeting place for ceremony, 
safety, culture, teaching and more. 

This site holds  such significance for the 
cultural development of Aboriginal women 
and their heritage not just in our region but for 
the wider community. Its cultural significance 
cannot be over-stated.

It has long been feared that the development 
of land around the cave would threaten 
the private nature of traditional cultural 
practices that are carried out in and around 
the cave. 

 
If you are looking for a JP in the Cessnock area, the Community JP Desk operated 

by the NSW Justices Association Inc. is available every Thursday between 10:00am - 1:00pm 
at Cessnock City Library, 65-67 Vincent Street, Cessnock.                                                                                          

Recently I and a delegation of local Aboriginal women met with NSW State Minister for Environment and 
Heritage, James Griffin, MP and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Ben Franklin, MLC to discuss concerns for the 
long term protection of this sacred site.

At the meeting we emphasised the significance of the site and the need for its immediate protection.

The only true solution to this problem is for the land to be purchased from the developer and then properly 
cared for as a sacred site. This starts with saving the bushland that surrounds the cave from the bulldozers 
that are ready to start clearing. We can never be a mature country if we don’t start genuinely respecting 
the culture that has been a part of this land for 50,000+ years.

Any JPs in the Cessnock area who would like to volunteer, please contact the JP’s Community Desk for 
more information. 

For people who live in the eastern end of the Cessnock Electorate, the Morisset and Lake Macquarie 
Branch of the NSW Justices Association regularly provide JP services at Cameron Park Shopping Centre 
(outside the Chemist) and at Edgeworth Town Square Shopping Centre on the following dates between 
10am and 12pm:
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Works have started on the Kurri Kurri $5.6 million CBD 
upgrades, with works in Stage 1 expected to be 
completed just before Christmas on 23 December 2022 
weather permitting. 
The works are part of the Kurri Kurri Masterplan and include 
street planting, landscaping, footpaths, pedestrian crossings, 
street furniture, lighting, line markings and signage. 

Stage 1 of the works will focus on the section of Lang Street 
between Alexandra and Merthyr Streets, Kurri Kurri. 

$3.7 million of the funding is from the NSW Government’s 
Resources for Regions Program, with $1.7 million under the 
Australian Government’s Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure Program and Cessnock City Council $520,000. 
This is separate to the $1.3 million in funding to upgrade Col 
Brown Rotary Park which in part is funded under the Restart 
NSW Resources for Regions Fund Round 7. 

Kurri Kurri main street upgrades start

Here to help
As your local State Member for the Electorate of 
Cessnock I can help by:
• Advocating on your behalf with issues such as public 

housing, police, education, public health, state 
roads, transport, youth and community services.

• Helping you to voice your concerns to Ministers as 
you seek their assistance in resolving issues you may 
have with the NSW Government or its departments.

• Arranging milestone anniversary and birthday 
congratulatory messages.

Connect with me
ADDRESS: 118 Vincent Street, Cessnock NSW 2325 
POSTAL ADDRESS: PO Box 242, Cessnock NSW 2325 
PHONE: 4991 1466 
FAX: 4991 1103
EMAIL: cessnock@parliament.nsw.gov.au  
WEBSITE: www.claytonbarr.com.au
FACEBOOK: ClaytonBarrMP 
TWITTER: @ClaytonBarrMP
INSTAGRAM: claytonbarrmp

Opening of Cessnock splash pad 
At the end of September I had the privilege 
of attending the official opening of the 
splash pad at Cessnock Pool. 
When I was a kid the highlight of the pool 
experience was the diving board. For kids to 
now be able to have access to and be able 
to enjoy this water playground is fantastic.  

The $1.5 million splash pad was made 
possible with $420,300 in funding from the 
NSW Government’s Resources for Regions 
Program, $242,355 in funding from the NSW 
Government’s Stronger Country Communities 
Program and $872,345 from developer 
contributions. 
The splash pad includes a slide, fountains, 
tipping buckets, deck jets, spray hoops 
and a mushroom fountain. The project also 
includes soft fall, shade structures, seating and 
improved grassed areas.
This will be a great asset for our community 
and hopefully encourage more people to use 
the pool facilities. 
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Barr-beques across the Electorate
Over the last nearly 12 years I have had the pleasure to host over 100 Barr-beques across the 
Electorate. I have held Barr-beques from Broke to Edgeworth, Abermain to Greta, Wollombi to 
Weston, Cameron Park to Cessnock, Branxton to Holmesville, Kurri Kurri to Kearsley, Bellbird to 
Barnsley and Heddon Greta to Huntlee. 

www.claytonbarr.com.au
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My goal when I started these Barr-beques was simple - to give everyone a chance to have a chat and  for 
me to be present in our local community, not locked away in a distant office!

When I first asked for people to vote for me in 2011, I was told that politicians were only seen when we 
wanted your vote. I didn’t want to be that kind of politician. I set out the Barr-beques and visits to all corners 
of the Electorate to make it as easy as I could to be available and give everyone an opportunity to discuss 
their issues with me. 

I have cooked thousands of sausages and had tens of thousands of chats with people and for this I am 
grateful. It has given me an opportunity to hear community concerns and that helps me do my job - to 
represent our community and work together for the benefit of us all. 

I would love to see these conversations and community meetings continue. 

Congratulations to all the successful groups. This funding will help our local sporting groups and organisations 
to upgrade/improve existing equipment and facilities, an opportunity to build on their coaching programs, 
hold special event days and more, with the aim to encourage people to increase their participation in sport.

I would encourage all local sporting clubs and organisations to apply for the grants. Nominations for 2022-
23 grants closed in late November 2022 and will be announced after February 2023. You can sign up for my 
grants newsletter on my website or follow my social media pages for updates on when grants are open.   

In late June I was able to announce 8 projects from across the Electorate that were successful in 
receiving funding as part of the 2021-22 Local Sport Grant Program. The program aims to increase 
regular and ongoing participation in sport and recreation in NSW.  

$48,248 in Local Sport Grant funding

Photos: (below left) Wollombi Barr-beque August 2022. (below middle) Huntlee Barr-beque September 2022 (below right) Barnsley 
Barr-beque October 2022 with “Zali” a constituent’s dog. 

SUCCESSFUL RECIPIENTS:
 ■ Mt Sugarloaf Croquet Club 

Inc secured $6,017 to 
improve storage facilities 
and security for croquet 
club equipment. 

 ■ Branxton Greta Swim Club 
secured $2,000 towards 
development coaching.

 ■ Cardiff Boolaroo District 
Cricket Club secured $4,934 
to hold a women’s sporting 
event to encourage 
participation in sport. 

 ■ Wine Country Cricket Club  
secured $5,000 for the Wine 
Country Cricket Club’s net 
refurbishment project.                         

 ■ Newcastle Hunter Cycling 
Club  secured $3,751.50 
to go towards Newcastle 
Hunter Cycling Club to 
host the 2022 Cycling State 
Classic Event.    

 ■ Abermain Weston Hawks 
RLFC secured $4,765 to assist 
their women’s team.

 ■ Cessnock Rugby League 
Football Club secured 
$10,000  to complete their 
scoreboard project. 

 ■ Edgeworth Senior Soccer 
Club Inc secured $11,781 
to remove and replace 
damaged field perimeter 
fencing. 


